Describe the importance of the nation's railroads in the rise of America's Second Industrial Revolution.
During the America’s second industrial revolution, there was a rapid advancement in farming and manufacturing sectors. This development was coupled with and the widespread adoption of railroad network systems which prior to the revolution were only available in few major cities. This significant expansion of railroad networks after late 1870s enhanced largescale and widespread movement of both the people and new ideas. The spread and adoption of the new transport system and production ideas led to emergence of a new era of globalization. 
The new transcontinental rail networks enabled farmers to cultivate in new farmlands as they were able to sell their produce to national markets. The increased market size and a fast railway transport system led to an increased farming profitability. Moreover, there was a surge in emergence of national farm produce brands and even new mail-order companies throughout the country and the rural families were able to access produce from most parts of the country. 
The new railroad network eased immigration with the U.S. and people moved with ease in search of land or other economic opportunities. Due to congestion of workers in the Great Plains, people were now able to move to new areas and seek jobs that offered better pay and working conditions. farmers found that it was easier to specialize in a single crop to sell to foreign countries. As a result of the expanded agricultural activities in the nation, the cost of agricultural produce lowered bring the cost of living relatively lower.
Discuss how the federal government actively promoted industrial and agricultural production in this period
One of the significant measure that the Federal government took to promote production was the enacted of high tariffs. This intervention cushioned local industries from unhealthy foreign competition. Secondly, the Federal government granted land to railroad companies to encourage the expansion of the transport system. The army was used to evict Indians from the Western lands for use in largescale production. Finally, the Federal government passed measures aimed at easing irrigation farming through construction of dams. 
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